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URBANISATION TRENDS ACROSS THE GLOBE

CITIES
+50,000 inhabitants

+1,500 people per km2

TOWNS
+5,000 inhabitants

+300 people per km2

RURAL AREAS
Sparsely populated areas
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URBANISATION TRENDS ACROSS THE GLOBE
Share of urban population by countries and regions
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Source: New Climate Economy, 2024

URBANISATION TRENDS ACROSS THE GLOBE
The city form matters
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URBANISATION TRENDS ACROSS THE GLOBE

CITIES

TOWNS

RURAL AREAS

The rise of large and megacities
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Source: UN, 2014
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URBANISATION TRENDS IN THE DEVELOPED WORLD

Population change 2003-2023 GDP change 2003-2023
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Source: EUROSTAT, 2016

Density of population
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URBANISATION TRENDS IN EUROPE

Functional urban area (FUA)
Consists of a densely populated city core and its 
surrounding commuting zone where at least 
15% of employed residents work in the city.

City core
Is a high-density urban center typically defined as 
having an urban population threshold (such as at 
least 50,000 residents).

Commuting zone
Is a peri-urban or surrounding hinterland 
linked to the core by daily travel-to-work flows. 
Any neighboring spatial unit qualifies as a 
commuting zone at least 15% of its workforce 
commutes into the city.

Metropolitan region/city
A city and its commuting zone containing at least 
250,000 inhabitants.

Source: EUROSTAT, 2016
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Source: EC, 2016

URBANISATION TRENDS IN EUROPE
Large cities’ population and economy

GDP per head in the EU metro regions
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URBANISATION TRENDS IN EUROPE
Large cities’ population and economy

GDP per head in the EU metro regions 
compared to the national average
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Source: WB, 2018

URBANISATION TRENDS IN EUROPE

Distribution of GDP per head across the EU third-level administrative units
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URBANISATION TRENDS IN EUROPE

Source: EC, 2016

Economic polarisation in the capital cities

GDP per head in capital cities compared to national average
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URBANISATION TRENDS IN EUROPE

Source: EC, 2016

Unemployment rate by degree of urbanisation (2014)
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Source: EC, 2016

Proportion of people (aged 25–64) with a tertiary level of education (2014)

URBANISATION TRENDS IN EUROPE
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• Trends in the total population from 1961 to 2018 show a decline in the 
share of population living in rural areas over the total population.

• Whereas the total population of European functional urban areas 
(FUAs) is projected to increase, almost half of them will actually lose 
population.

• This means that a polarisation process within and around the 
economically stronger cities will continue in the future.

• Europe's level of urbanisation is expected to increase to approximately 
83.7% in 2050.

• Built-up areas are likely to expand, reaching 7% of the EU territory 
by 2030.

Source: EC, 2016

URBANISATION TRENDS IN EUROPE
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Prof. Ignazio Vinci
ignazio.vinci@unipa.it

Teaching materials for the course will be published on a web page at the following 
link: www.ignaziovinci.net

CONTACTS AND MATERIALS


