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URBAN DECLINE AS A CONSEQUENCE OF INDUSTRIAL DECLINE
Urban decline in Detroit (US)

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000
Pop. 1,849,568 1,670,144 1,511,482 1,203,339 1,027,974 951,270
* - .‘ &‘l ‘ w |
A N
RISE OF THE SUBURBS —_— OUT OF WORK
People New highways began drawing As a.uto-industry jobs disappeared,
0 per square residents out of the city, and so did people. Su}ce 1?60, the
T mile 7,000 t0 9,000 Detroit number of Detroit residents
households changed from working in manufacturing jobs has
white to black each year dropped about 87%

during the '50s and ’60s

Sky-high vacancy rates
Of the almost 400,000 postal addresses in Detroit in 2009, about 20% are unoccupied
8 sho R

Percentage of postal addresses unoccupied

Washington
0 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%+ (591,833)
During quarter ending June 30, 2009 £ Manhattan
" (1.6 million)
\ v ; Detroit
Chicago: o Philadelphia (212.062)
(2.9 million; a (1.4 million)
How the map was created )
Vacancy rates for each census tract were calculated using all residential and TIME Graphic by Andréa Ford and Lon Tweeten
business addresses unoccupied for 9o days or more, as well as addresses in Sources: U.S. Census Bureau; U.S. Postal Service; Department of Housing
buildings that are considered abandoned or under construction and not and Urban Development; Wayne State University Center for Urban Studies

ready to be occupied
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URBAN DECLINE AS A CONSEQUENCE OF INDUSTRIAL DECLINE
Urban decline in Glasgow (UK)

Year

Residents 784.000 1.034.000 1.088.000 1.079.000 1.055.000 897.000 881.000 681.000 629.000
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URBAN RENEWAL AS BROWNFIELDS REDEVELOPMENT

Reneval of port area in Bilbao (ES)

Until the 1980s
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URBAN RENEWAL AS BROWNFIELDS REDEVELOPMENT

Reneval of port area in Palermo

Until the 2000s Today
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THE POST-INDUSTRIAL TRANSITION

During the 1990s urban economies in the developed countries have deeply
changed due to deindustrialisation, transition to service sectors and the
emergence of technological innovation.

The restructuring of urban economies for most cities take place in two direction:

- Shift to knowledge economy, with the rise of sectors such as ICT,
marketing, legal/corporate consulting, biotechnology, and university research.

* Rise of tourism and leisure economies, especially in cities with art and
historic values, but also in areas with a set of unique amenities, locations and
and hospitality services.

To support such economic transition, cities have redesigned local policies to
promote new identities and increase attractiveness.
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Urban and Regional Policies

THE POST-INDUSTRIAL TRANSITION

Dealing with the competitive advantage of urban areas

Global Urban Competitiveness Report
(2020-2021)

Global Urban Value Chain:

"The most influential management book of the past quarter century.”
—Financial Times

Michael E.
Porter

Insight into Human Civilization over Time and Space

i Pengfel, Marco Kamiya, Guo Jing, Zhang ¥i, etc

YWILEY-BLACKWELL =
OBNEHRUGLRSTE | UHAUTAT

Ignazio Vinci | 2026-2027



Urban and Regional Policies Policy challenges in contemporary urban areas (Part Il)

THE POST-INDUSTRIAL TRANSITION

Dealing with the competitive advantage of urban areas

e
|

|
Mnanann

Simon Anholt

Competltwe

WWILEY-BLACKWELL

Ignazio Vinci | 2026-2027



Urban and Regional Policies Policy challenges in contemporary urban areas (Part Il)

THE DARK SIDE OF THE POST-INDUSTRIAL CITY

Overtourism in urban areas

VISITORS (MILLIONS) ciy VISITORS (MILLIONS)
30.3 BERLIN 9.0

23.2 VIENNA 8.9

< LONDON 22.7 MADRID 8.8
20.4 SHANGHA 8.6

19.7 DELH 8.5

19.5 N | 8.2

18.7 ) 8.1

18.6 YADH 8.0

18.3 BA 7.9

17.3 OSAKA 7T

NEW YORK CITY 15.5 O CHI MINH C 7/5)
14.9 : LOS ANGELES 7.4

14.6 MIAMI 7.2
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12.8 VENICE 6.8

12.2 ATHENS 6.7

12.1 i DUBLIN 6.6

PRAGUE 10.4 FLORENCE 6.4
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Amsterdam
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BARCELONA i =L SYDNEY 5.6

MILAN 5 MUNICH 5.4

50 most visited cities in the world (2025)
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THE DARK SIDE OF THE POST-INDUSTRIAL CITY

Overtourism in urban areas
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Venice Most over-touristed cities in Europe (2019)
(Annual number of tourists per inhabitant)
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OVERTOURISM: IMPACT ON HOUSING AND URBAN LIFE

Rise of short-term rental

Airbnb in tourist cities:
Comparing spatial patterns of hotels and P2P accommodation

Visualising the evolution of Airbnb
accommodation in Barcelona

2008-2015

clideo.com
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OVERTOURISM: IMPACT ON HOUSING AND URBAN LIFE

Rise of short-term rental

Tourist attractions:
1. El Tibidabo

2. Park Gaell

3. Sagrada Familia
4. Agbar Tower

5. Forum Universal
6. Barceloneta

7. Casa Mila

8. Catalunya Square
9. Camp Nou

0. Montjuic

1. El Raval

1
1

Airbnb accomm.
Hotels

Census Areas
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OVERTOURISM: IMPACT ON HOUSING AND URBAN LIFE

Rise of short-term rental
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OVERTOURISM: IMPACT ON HOUSING AND URBAN LIFE

The massive number of visitors within cities has two main socio-economic

consequences, with a stronger impact in central districts (e.g. historic areas).

« On housing, with the shortage of affordable dwellings for local residents, often
exacerbated by the conversion of long-term housing into B&Bs and other short-

term rentals.

« On the local economy, with the expulsion of traditional retail activities (e.g.
food markets, commerce, services, etc.) and their replacement with amenities to

satisfy the demand of visitors (e.g. restaurants, souvenirs shops, etc.)

The interaction of these factors (including crowding and noises associated with

nightlife) is determining local people decline in the core of a number of cities.
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OVERTOURISM: IMPACT ON LOCAL ECONOMY

Palermo - Commerce in the Old Town
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CONTACTS AND MATERIALS

Prof. Ignazio Vinci

ignazio.vinci@unipa.it

Teaching materials for the course will be published on a web page at the following
link: www.ignaziovinci.net
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