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THE AGE OF URBAN INEQUALITIES

Territorial inequalities are increasing across the globe as a result of social, 

economic, and environmental drivers, as well as the effect of the lack of 

territorial cohesion policies.

This process takes place in different forms and territorial scales.

• A polarisation process in the capital or largest cities respect to other 

regions in the country.

• A polarisation process in the core city of metropolitan areas respect to 

its suburbs and marginal towns.

• Emergence of spatial inequalities within cities due to the unequal 

distribution of services, infrastructure, economic opportunities, etc.
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INEQUALITIES AMONG URBAN AREAS

Economic power Employment

GDP per person

Source: WB, 2018 – EC, 2016
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INEQUALITIES AMONG URBAN AREAS

Density of facilities of eight service types that can be reached from each point
in reasonable distance

Source: ESPON, 2025
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INEQUALITIES AMONG URBAN AREAS

Housing affordability in the European cities

Source: ESPON, 2025



Urban and Regional Policies

Ignazio Vinci | 2026-2027

Policy challenges in contemporary urban areas (Part II)

INEQUALITIES AMONG URBAN AREAS

Didascalia

Source: EUROSTAT, 2024
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INEQUALITIES AMONG URBAN AREAS

Environmental 

inequalities

Source: OECD, 2024
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INEQUALITIES AMONG URBAN AREAS

Transport 

inequalities

Source: OECD, 2024
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Urban sociologist Alfredo Mela (2015), says that drivers of socio-spatial 

transformation and inequalities within urban areas are:

• the joint presence of various economic factors, such as the different 

distribution of land values, imbalances between the demand for and 

supply of housing, in turn influenced by the unequal location of 

productive and service functions in different parts of the city;

• the influence of causes of ‘extra-economic nature’, such as 

planning and public regulation, whose effects can exacerbate forms of 

spatial separation between social groups, already in themselves 

fuelled by the propensity of ‘different types of subjects to cluster in 

specific urban environments’.

INEQUALITIES WITHIN URBAN AREAS
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London Poverty Map (1886-1889) - Charles Booth

INEQUALITIES WITHIN URBAN AREAS
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URBAN INEQUALITIES

Source: World Resources Institute, 2021
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URBAN INEQUALITIES

Source: Nuffield Foundation, 2019
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INEQUALITIES WITHIN URBAN AREAS
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INEQUALITIES WITHIN URBAN AREAS

Distribution of tree canopy cover in the urban area of Palermo

Source: Igreja and Ingrassia, 2026
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INEQUALITIES WITHIN URBAN AREAS

Palermo

Source: Igreja and Ingrassia, 2026
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INEQUALITIES WITHIN URBAN AREAS

Palermo

Source: Igreja and Ingrassia, 2026
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INEQUALITIES WITHIN URBAN AREAS

Palermo

Source: Igreja and Ingrassia, 2026
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FIGHITING INEQUALITIES WITHIN URBAN AREAS

Expansion of the rail-tram networks (2008-2026)

Palermo

New tram lines/stations

New rail stations
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URBAN INEQUALITIES

REDUCTION OF 

INEQUALITIES 

WITHIN CITIES

PLACE 

BASED 
POLICIES

SECTOR 

BASED 
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PEOPLE 

BASED 
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Neighborhood regeneration

Public space revitalisation

Mobility projects

Environmental policies

Financial support

Welfare policies
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Prof. Ignazio Vinci

ignazio.vinci@unipa.it

Teaching materials for the course will be published on a web page at the following 

link: www.ignaziovinci.net

CONTACTS AND MATERIALS
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